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p Siage and Society Folk Scurrying Vest to be Reno-vate- d

'NO is Hie concentrated essence of human life.
There is no more interesting plnco in tbo world
for llic study of human nature. "Within its
narrow5 limits are lo be found humor, romance,

ironv and tragedy in short, everything that
life cither a pleasure or an insupportable burden,

is a town of only 1 1,000 inhabitants, but in spite
; it contains enough psychological tangles for a
olis. It is a conglomeration of human emotions,

its countless tragedies, its pathetic comedies

i daily intrigues, whilo through it all rims an
tirrcnl' of mystery which gives added interest to
r,changiiig show,
c town has for some time been the haven of
for those who have suffered shipwreck upon the
matrimony.. Many a woman who has embarked
bj treacherous waters has been obliged to put
o port of Reno for the purpose of dropping her
otcnt or mult nous pilot. Some of them have
ed in taking on another in his place while they
Cfcting at anchor in the harbor and have com-- ,Iiheir voyages in safety, while others havo been
irtnnntc in their selection of a steering officer
cli time they took on a new one they found him
isl'worthy than the preceding.

JS Kcno has como to be the refuge of broken
ic.ris a place for misfit couples to be rcno-O- o

the surface it seems to be nothing more
large shifting population in a small towu, au
'parade of strangers, hero j' and gone to-- .

But in spite of it all Reno itself is poaceful
:onccrncd. It lias ceased to wonder at the pass-cn-

Occasionally it stops to smile grimly over
litjcular irony of life which has come within its
but it soon moves on in the quiet of its daily

e first, influx of divorce seekers came as a sur-Bcn- o

was at a loss to account for it. The
Nevada were no less striugent than' those

y other States. Bui it was soon explained that
others required a year's residence before a

he granted. In Nevada only six months
' This had not been done with an idea of

Rng matrimonial misfits, but to make citizens of
jjMrlio.roamrd about the hills prospecting and rarely

Bl'a year in one place. Those who wanted their
gSR bonds several were quick to take advantage
JBioiTevpr. And the human mistakes' of thc'natiou
gMrpfuriiig into Mono.

Hpas.Mrs. W. K. Corey, wife of the prcsidcut of
Hecl Trust, that started the ball rolling. She was

ijHbt to bring Kcno to the attention of the ouside
JjR-a- a hospial for matrimonial ills. Then Nat

B'n took the trail across the Continental Divide
JJprch of a srparation from Maxinc Klliott, and the
lQHp'ork which he did for himself was equally ,bcne-(jHjjf-

Reno and expectant lovers of freedom began
fflH ''J even train.

Bfently Kcno began to sit up and take uoiicc.
JBwboya ,'nid prospectors stood by in d

,.jJB at the arrival of gorgeously dressed ladies from
Bt. The stolid Indians who idled in front of the

iSPfindiiws or sat hunched upon with
JSMfcacks-agains- t tho walls of the buildings grunted
JjaHllptuonsly as (he stylish white squaws passed .by.

Bt papooses gurgled with delight, and hold out
sHjrcaEy hands beseechingly whenever they caught

Hpf n glittering diamond necklace. And the mcr-J9-

suddenly became conscious of beautiful blonds
jHpclnating brunettes who came into their places
Wlfclness to order an .English chop for Fido or pur-fS- ?

case of champagne.

sUBjELS 3j.( apartment, bouses sprang up as' if b3"

JnjcSic The owners of the general stores'.began
j3Hj buyers to New York and Paris to purchase a
ljjlfcf goods which hurl never been dreamed of by
MjBttUfiu society. The women of Reno began to pull

j3Mlr waifts and wear "gowns' instead of dresses.
gBpso began to agonizing coiffures, such as

JSBmd 6een exhibited by tho beautiful Indies in

lflBp street, tho Fifth avenue of Reno.
tystiKF t(nv hns recovered from the first shock now

K"5 but little attention to the comedies, the
the tragedies which are daily enacted with-''Sf- f'

nnC5" '10 "habitants havo become aecus-tj- 9

the chug of automobiles. They see their
invafb-'-

d by the liberty brignde without
lllB' a" Thy watb Mrs. New York's

.$M:ffort.s to keep hur identity a secret almost
IBw,n sm''''' 'ncy have long since ceased to bo

liMuf tfl ,m'" iu lln'-- wctI,ocIc r a londy wife- -

JrtHt an' to a loviughusbandloss wife. They arc no

3Bif tc(l by 11,0 sorrow of luckless children who
6 "mwe 80ParaCiI from one of their parents because

C0l'1(i ot understand each other. Reno has
ffgJB?8t n0 time at :,U becoine blase and sophisti- -

UfK'C 'v ,a,lsipnt ''dents'' of Reno include among
ufifBj-- . r .t,,B unhappy of all classes of society and

f ,mtions- - T,ie "PPCr crust hasv Hcnry :'p,es K5p and m' Kei,h Donald-3K,fi,Wa- 8

C''nI1?a UlC "mi,li0n lol,ar bride,", and.P er v5ctni8 of puce l.rilliant social alliances
tfffiKr- - ff,n'ied on wealth and convenience.
?wMy sent an offering of dimpled beauties.

whom were mnrricd on wagers and have no
'r husbanils now that tho money hns been

0m, 0fhcrs "re therR for the purpose of P

HUre jl,orus mfiu for ntillioiiaircs. Mario
BB a number of this colony for some time and

WSKrii ineSS U'as for n few dys "fiSK U, Soou crew Ircfl of niat even. Jt

jQBWlMA 1IAH.NED caused a pa,sit,K sensation on
3EVftrriV01 at tho Kiverf!i(le "otel with Miss
(VSK Uordo. Jn the evening she came down to

ft roaI .Soeurs dress, gnt.horcdclosoly
J1 eB8' sn tlmt only tiny stps could bu t:ikeu
long, long train. Jler hat was a Neopolitan,

with a bunch of towering greenish' uncurled ostrich
feathers. Miss Gordon wore a black velvet frocked
marked plainly with tho cachet do Paris. The Heno
which had not quite outgrown its buckskins and som-
breros caught its breath, gnsped for a moment and
then subsided into noue.halcnt indifference. Shortly
afterward Miss llarncd and her companion rented a
little brown house on the .banks of the Truckcc River,
where they passed the remainder of their stay in the
town.

Arundel Smith, pretty and "deucedly English,
don't y'know,-'- ' went there nil the way from
"India's coral strand'7 for the improvement of her
matrimonial health. The son of an English brewor re-
pented of a too hasty alliance with a music hall artist
and hit the trail for. Reno to seek roniission of his sin.
He soon met his heart's desire in the person of an
Anglicized American matrou, but it was ouby a few
weeks before she, too, had arrived in the haven of
restless ones begging balm for her broken heart. Mrs.
Elsie A. Harrison, a beautiful woman and talented
artist, appeared there one day for the purpose of rec-
tifying a foolish elopement comraittod at. the romantic
ago of sixteen. Reno has an international reputation
as a health resort for matrimonial breakdowns. '

NOT all the members of the divorce colouy are from
"400" or the stage. Moro thau'half prob-

ably are working their way. They come from the mass
of American people aud enter at once into the business
life of the towu. Stenographers, dressmakers, laun-
dresses, telepbono operators, waitresses, manicurists
and hairdrcssere, any trade or profession you may think
of, they are all thero for the same purpose. Jt. is a
never ending procession. They come and go, followed
by another consignment to fill in the vacant places.

Jt is not an unusual thing for a member of the colouy
to enter a. shop and ask for her favorite sales-lady- ,

only to find her gone, Jf she asks what has become
of her, the answer is always the same.

"Wiry, don't you know? She got hers last Wednes-
day, and she declared sho y couldu 't stay another
minute. I thought you knew that her time was about
.up,"

The men are a little more stealthy in their comings
and goings than tbo women. They sneak into town
overnight, buy up a business from some departing
brother, change the name on the window and start in
where bo left off. Probably your favorite cigar store
is owned by a candidate) for divorce, who hires similar
liberty seekers as his clerks. Lawyers who have beeu
prominent in the East rent, offices on a eix-mon-

lease, hang out their shingles, and represent a hundred
anxious clients before their owu cases are called. You'
just get accustomed to your waiter at the hotel when
he "gets his" and leaves for parts unknown.

"With the men employment is au Import ant factor
.in establishing a residence, and their frantic searches
for something that can be called employment furnish
great amusement for tho colony. Chauffeurs and waiters
have an easy timo finding something to do, for they
arc greatly in demand, but hundreds are obliged-- to
take what they can got. Tho wealthy president of an
Eastern bank worked as a chauffeur during his entire
stay. Up. was known to his employers as "George."
A druggist from Illinois became a bartender iu one of
the best appointed saloons in the main street. A. silver-tongue- d

minister of the "gospel went to work in the
freight yards of the Southern Pacific. Railroad. The
clerk who sells you your socks may be a millionaire
in disguise, and the delivery boy of your favorite gro-

cery may be a doctor or an architect.

AS a rule the floating citizens of Reno are very se-

cretive and questions are" not popular. Inquis-
itive peoplo are snubbed as uot fit, persons to move
in the best society. Many of the colonists do not want
.the outside world to know where they are. Asa proof
of this one has only to see the nighty parade to the
Southern Pacific station. Every evening there is a
steady procession of divorce candidates on its way to
the railroad mailbox. A railway postmark tolls no

tales, and in this way the recipients of the epistles may
be left, completely in tho dark as to one's whereabouts.
This custom is known among the colonists as "The
Convict's Resort," and knowing smiles are exchanged
when two conspirators meet at the mail box.

Ijast year when the census man arrived in Reno
pandemonium reigned for several days. lie was about
as welcome a visitor to the seekers of freedom as a
red rag to a herd of gentlemen kine. They considered
him altogether too inquisitive, and they cast about
them for some 'way iu which to evade him. The only
persons who held 'authoritative positions iu the town
with whom they wore intimately acquainted were the
judges who tried the divorce cases. So tho fair un-

knowns called upon Judges Orr and Pike.
They wanted to know if the good, kind judges

couldn't tell them some way to escape from the awful
census enumerator, .but the Itiud judges frankly told
them that it was dangerous to trifle with the agents
of Uncle Samuel and that tho best course was to stand
right up and be counted. It. had another advantage
also, as it established residence of tho prospective lit-

igant beyond the shadow of doubt, and this ia a valu-
able assot when one goes divorcing.

But in spito of the ndvice of the judges, the census
man did not havo easy sailing. When ho swooped down
on the .Colonial and Stewart apartmont houses he found
t.hnt a gicat many of tho occupants were away on trips.
Coachrrfeu and maids had suddenly become deaf aud
dumb. Butlers and grocers, much to their own regret,
had never .learned the English laugunge. Even tho
very dogs in tho streots were muzzled. Tho census
man was clearh' in a pdedicament. IIo wns persist-
ent, however, and somotimes he caught his prey napping
and gained admittance.

At such times ho would begin with tho usual ques-

tions about the name, age, color nnd ancostrnl history
of the residents. Then he would move on to tho di-

vorce queries, and that's whore tho ombarrassing fea-

ture came in. It is a bother to have to tell in detail
about ono's previous husbands and wives, cspecially
when one may not hayo kept a notebook. JIow could

a woman .bo expected :to know the full name of her
second or third husband when she was about to shed
her tenth 1

Despite the difficulties, however, the census man
succeeded in rounding up more than two hundred di-

vorced folks and put- - their life stories down on. the
blanks.

nn HERE havo been many now romances born from
the ashe3 of tho old ones at Reno. The Httlo

city has acted as a sort of clearing house for the
of the misfits. Their parties in the homes, the

dances at the roadhouscs and the late parlies at the
cafes have been responsible for awakening in the heart
of many a man and woman a fire which thej had long
thought extinguished. In spite of former protestations
to' the contrary, they find themselves willing to try
again, hoping that this time it will "take."

Alice Johnson of New York met also- - divorced
Attorney-Genera- l Stoddard of Nevada at an cveningj
gathering at Reno, and considered him interesting
enough to marry, so they wcut to the judge who had
given each of them their decrees and became one
again. Mrs. Freida Thaw Pctt, who had already made'
two unsuccessful attempts to get a husband whom she
could put up with and who would stick, fell in love
with a young mining engineer who attended some of
her entertainments, with the result that she is now
Mrs. Young and lives 4." a mining camp far away among
tho mountains, and it is said that at' last she is
happy. Mrs. Henry Spies Kip also chose the simple
life for her last experiment. She has married a young
mining superintendent and gone to live among the
'snowy peaks of California. Tt. seems almost a repiti-tio- n

of tlio tales of Bret llartc.
There is tragedy, too, in tho chaos of Reno's

daily life. Many tender hearts are broken iu the very
operation of mending others. There are plenty of hus-
bands and wives who really love and who Teali.c that
the differences between them and their spouses have
been brought, about .by simple misunderstandings that
could cleared up if the other would only listen

to renson, but in the heat of tho moment he or she
has fled to Reno and that inexorable mill has ground
out a decree of divorce before a settlement could bo
made.

npHEN, too, the most of the beauties who seek frcc- -

dom are pledged to another beforo they arrive
in the Sagebrush State. They amuse themselves with
the youth of the town until the day comes when thc3'
have received tho little decree they have been waitiug
for so patiently Then they celebrate. The3' givo a
wonderful dinner. The fair one is congratulated on '

her coming marriage, which up to this time has not
been mentioned aloud (it, isn't considered good form
to do so), and joy reigns supreme.. But there is one
sad heart among them, The bo' who has danced at-

tendance upon her during tho long wait does not. fcol
happ3'. He creeps home a little more cynical than ho
wns beforo and considerably poorer. The society of
these beautiful and witty women has completely spoiled '

him for the simple village maiden whom he formerly
adorqd. And yet he is not for them.

The lure of Reno 1ms boon felt throughout tho
world, and each day brings some one who wishes to
rid himself of an impediment which ho acquired in
years gone by. Special trains are organized from time
to time to carry matrimonial misfits to their haven of
rest. It. is not so uncommon to find that ever' occupant
of n particular Pullman car on tho Overland Limit od
is bound for the divorce mill at Reno, Tho town has
been well recommended by those who havo gninod
freedom within its borders. K such have found that

"Life at Reno's simply great;
They grant divorces whilo vou waif,

ShOKliii the baUla y q Freedom! "

Changing Matrimonial Pilots 1
A Social Order 1Cartoon By Amos W. Engle

This Man Not Afraid of the Kaiser; I
He Proved It I

STORIES of tho Emperor's amusing doings at the
at Kiel and afterward are creeping out.

"While his yacht Meteor was crossing a bar of tho
River Trave on tho way into tho lower Lubeck harbor
at. Travemnude, an aged pilot camo aboard to take
charge To his annoyance ho saw a person he did not
recognize at the yncht's tiller. The veteran walked-u-

tlu; deck and exclaimed:
"Young man, it is against tho rules for amateurs

to take big yachts over this bar..'1'
Tha Emperor made no motion to leave the tiller,

bo the pilot ordered
"Hand over that tiller,"
Still tho Emperor did uot budge.
"Look here! " ehouted the sea dog, "arc you pilot-

ing this yacht or am 1?"
Then tho Emperor burst out laughing, left the

wheel, hurried down to the pilot with the imperial
card, on 'which ho had scribblod tho words: "Quite
right; you are pilot. "William Rox. "

Did Beat Ho Oould.
TN" the absence of tho regularly appointed spokesman,

Mr. Mnkinbrakes had reluctantly consented' to
mako a presentation speech.

"Miss Higham," ho said, "unfortunately it is my
or fortunate lot. to fill tbo embarrassing t be

pleasant duty of of Inflicting a few remarks upon
this occasion which is highly appreciated, f assure
you, and by none morG bo than myself, for tho season

that in short, as I may pay, it falls to my lot to con- - fflvey, so lo speak, tho assurances of thnt'is. with tho illassurances of those to whom to whom I have. occa'r- - ffG9
to refer to more or less in this connection together"" Ben
with tho host wishes, if 1 ma so express myself, of Jw
those who have clubbed together who have associated W
themsohes not that you need anything of tho kind, U
of course, but as a tok"cn of as a token of of with W
which few remarks, Miss Higlinm. it is? my my In
pleasant surprise to hand you this gold watch aud chain. ma

I r thank you." 1

Suspicions Well Founded.

IN a country police court recently a man was charged
with shooting a number of pigeons, the propert' of a B

farmer. Tn giving his evidence tho farmer was so care- - B
fill that he even seemed nervous, and the solicitor
for the defense endeavored to frighten him. St

"Now,'' he remarked, "are you prepared to swear li
on o'nth that this man shot your pigeons?"

"T didn't say he did shoot them," was the care- - flB
fully worded reply. "X said I suspected him o' doing I I

"Ah, now wo're coming to it. AVhnt made you sus- - 8:Sf
pect that mun?" S Iff

"Well, firstly,"! caught him on my land wi' a Kim
gun. Secondy, 1 hoerd a gun go off. and saw some 1M
pigeons in his pocket and I don't hardly think theia IK
birdaflow there and committed suicido."


